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CHAP.XXVL M'Dowell, who led one of them, was shot through
the head. A third body, which had been dispatched
by way of Saagie, to afford support if required, fell
in with part of the Burmese army, then in pursuit
of Colonel McDowell's force, who immediately fled;
but the British party, being unable to learn any
thing of the troops which they had been sent to
support, marched back to Promo without effecting
any thing farther. This disaster occurring imme-
diately after the interruption of the negotiations,
tended to support the confidence of the enemy and
encourage them to persevere.
The Burmese army continued to advance towards
the British lines, throwing up entronclimontB and
stockades as it proceeded: but its slowness to at-
tack disappointed the British general, who conse-
quently determined to become the assailant*   On
A. D. 1825,  the 30th of November preparations were made for
a general attack upon every part of the enemy's
line, and on the 1st of December it took place, the
operations by land being aided by the flotilla, &ow
under the command of Sir James Brisbane.   Two
columns of attack were formed; one under Briga*
dier-General Cotton, the other accompanied by Sir
Archibald Campbell    As soon as they were in
motion, the naval force commenced a cannonade,
and this so disconcerted the enemy, that the piequets
of his left were withdrawn, and his position left ex*
posed in that quarter 4o any sudden attack.    Gene-
ral Cotton's column first reached the enemy's line,
which consisted of a series of stockades, which he